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Tre InsurRED ANIMALS ACT. 


There is an Act of Parliament which only applies 
to London, directed to prevent unnecessary suffer- 
ing to animals which have been seriously injured in 
the streets. Until the passing of this Act horses 
with broken limbs might lie in the streets for hours, 
because without the owner’s permission no one had 
a right to destroy the animal. The police dare not 
act unless they were prepared to face an action for 
damages, and even a magistrate could not order an 
animal to be killed. Under these conditions horses 
mortally injured sometimes lay in the street for 12 
hours, and frequently for three or four. 

The Act provides that when a police constable 
finds a horse seriously injured he shall send for a 
qualified veterinary surgeon who shall examine the 
animal and if he diagnoses a fatal or incurable in- 
jury shall sign a certificate to that effect. On this 
certificate the constable sends for a horse-slaugh- 
terer who despatches the horse on the constable’s 
order even if the owner is present and objects. Mis- 
takes have been made many times. Large wounds 
have been certified as incurable when no vital part 
was affected; fractures are apparently considered 
sufficient excuse for condemnation, even if only 
affecting a pastern bone, and the animal a valuable 
brood mare; broken backs have been diagnosed 
which a-careful post-mortem failed to disciose ; and 
yet it is a question who is responsible—if anyone is. 
Actions have been threatened, but only one has been 
fought in a superior Court, and that leaves the ques- 
tion quite unsettled, because the horse suffered not 
from an accident but a disease—azoturia—and the 
Act applies only to accidents. Apparently an 
aggrieved owner has his action against the horse- 
slaughterer, who falls back behind the police, who 
produce a veterinary certificate and then claim 
statutory protection. 

At a meeting of the Central V.M.S., reported last 
week, it appears Mr. Wragg, representing the Coun- 
cil, has had an interview with the Chief Commis- 
sioner of Police and that that authority wished 
M.R.C.V.8. not only to certify but to kill. This 
wish was no doubt inspired by the best of feelings, 
but we shall all agree with Mr. Wragg that to be 
officially recognised as horse-slaughterers is very far 
from the position we hold. We also agree with Mr. 
Porch that occasion might arise in which any man 
might sink his dignity and voluntarily put a poor 
animal out of pain. Under veterinary direction, the 


police constable should act when delay would other- 
wise be unavoidable. 








THE SaniTARY CONGRESS. 

This Congress opens at Bradford on July 7th. 
The Veterinary Section commence work on the 8th 
under the Presidency of Mr. Chas. Drabble, and a 
very successful. meeting is anticipated. 


. 
THE Hyarentc ConGress AT BRUSSELS. 


The eleventh International Congress of Hygiene 
and Demography is to be held at Brussels from the 
2nd to the 8th of September. 

There are six sections—the second being the 
Hygiene of Food, and Chemical and Veterinary 
Science applicable to hygiene. 

The President of this section is Professor Depaire 
of the University of Brussels. The Vice-Presidents 
Messrs. André, Blas, and Degive. 

In the Pathological and Bacteriological Section 
we notice as reporters the names of Professors Bang, 
De Jong, Gosio, Gratia, Nocard, and Schiitz. 

Full particulars can be obtained from the Hon. 
Sec. of the British Committee, Dr. Paul Moline, 42, 
Walton Street, Chelsea, S.W. 

Among the papers issued will be found useful in- 
formation as to travelling and hotel arrangements, 
and no doubt Messrs. Cook and Co. will be able to 
afford assistance to anyone going to Brussells. 

Our local associations should send delegates to 
this important meeting. 

ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 

The following question and answer in the House 
of Commons deserve attention ; 

Captain Notan : “ Will the Secretary of State for War 
say when the recommendations of the committee on 
the Army Veterinary Department will be brought 
into force, as that Committee finished its sittings last 
February ; and as there are now 36 vacancies will the 
Secretary of State say how many candidates there are 
and what steps he proposes to take to fill these 
vacancies | 

Mr. Broprick : “The report of the Committee is now 
under consideration. There are at present five candi- 
dates for the 36 vacancies. I am not in a position to 
state what steps will be taken.” 

Government departments move slowly, but the 
action of the War Office over this matter is so 
deliberate that it is not easy for veterinarians to re- 
main patient. 

It is absolutely demonstrated that the induce- 
ments offered by the War Office are insufficient to 
fill the vacancies. Surely 30 vacancies in a small 
department is gross inefficiency. This may not be 
of much consequence during peace, but what will be 
the result in time of war? We shall have all 
the troubles over again which were so apparent in 
South Africa. Young men without experience can- 
not possibly be so efficient as the trained officer. 
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OMENTAL PROLAPSE AFTER CASTRATION. 
By J. Huenes, M.R.C.V.S. 


Case I.—About the end of April, 1901, I was 
asked to castrate a yearling pony about 124 hands 
high. The operation was performed in the stand- 
ing position, after a careful examination had assured 
me that there was no sign of hernia. 

Just as I was about to leave the animal I noticed 
a string of omentum hanging from the right scrotal 
incision. The owner was somewhat alarmed but 
my previovs experience warranted me in telling him 
there was little danger. I pressed the scrotum up- 
wards against the abdomen, drew down the pro- 
lapsed omentum and ligatured it as high up as 

ssible. I then removed the portion below the 
ligature with serrated scissors. 

The clams were removed the following day, and 
scrotum well washed out with a weak disinfectant. 
The patient made an uninterrupted recovery without 
any more attention on my part. 

Case II.—On the 29th of May last I castrated a 
heavy two-year-old cart colt. The operation— 
standing method—passed off satisfactorily and 
everything apparently did well until June 3rd. 
On this date the owner noticed some long sub- 
stance hanging from the scrotum. He removed 
the animal from the field where he was grazing to 
the stable and sent for me. On arrival I found the 
colt comfortably eating. From the left scrotal in- 
cision was suspended a dark red mass reaching to 
the level of the point of the hock and, at a distance, 
not unlike a piece of afterbirth hanging from a cow. 
It was omentum and so large and swollen as to fill 
the scrotal cavity. It was quite cold. On manipu- 
lation its bulk was reduced by the escape of a 
quantity of clotted blood. . 

I intended to ligature and remove as in the other 
case, but owing to the swelling of the scrotum I 
was unable to get a ligature sufficiently high up. I 
therefore introduced the points of the scissors into 
the scrotum and cut off the prolapsed portion. 
Next day I called and thoroughly cleaned the parts. 
The case has done well since. 

Remarks.—Mr. Moffett’s account in a recent 
number and my own experience show that this 
accident is one that may occur after the operation, 
although no sign of any hernia is found at the time 
of operating. It is also evident that from Mr. 
Moffett’s experience the great advantage claimed 
for the recumbent position, viz., securing a full 
view of the seat of operation, does not always 
enable us to anticipate or prevent such’ accidents 
as omental prolapse. It would be interesting to 
know exactly whether prolapse only oceurs in cases 
where a portion of omentum is in the inguinal canal 
before operation, or whether the omentum may slip 
into the canal after the removal of the testicles. 

In neither of my cases was the scrotal wound 
sutured. It might be considered safer to do so in 
ree of further prolapse, but closing the 
wounds has its Own special dangers. 

The experience of other practitioners would be 





interesting and valuable. } 


CARBOLISED OIL. 


It is now many years since Koch's experiments 
proved that carbolized oil has no antiseptic proper- 
ties. Yetata recent meeting of one of our leading 
veterinary medical associations, the essayist advoca- 
ted the use of carbolized oil as an antiseptic dressing 
for severe cases of broken knees in horses. Also the 
essayist’s advice was unchallenged by the members 
present. A P 

Carbolic Acid is a disinfectant, an antiseptic, and 
a local anesthetic, soluble 1 in 2 of olive oil and 1 in 
13 of water. Actual contact is necessary for car- 
bolic acid to act as a germicide. Now anthrax 
spores (from their high power of resistance) form 
the iavourite test for experiments in disinfection. 

M’Fadyean says that carbolic acid in oil or 
alchohol is almost powerless to kill germs, but that 
1 per cent. in water kills spore-free bacilli. in two 
minutes; and 5 per cent. in water kills the spores 
in twenty-four hours, whilst } per cent. in water will 
arrest growth. 

Toussaint proved that 1 per cent. carbolic acid in 
blood containing anthrax bacilli: just allows the 
microbes to exist, but diminishes their virulence, 
and renders them non-poisonous. 

Roux obtained permanently sporeless bacilli by 
breeding than in an aqueous food fluid containing 
1 in 1000 carbolie acid. 

Olive oil is demulcent and emollient, and is given 
internally as an antidote in cases of carbolic acid 
poisoning. It is used surgically, mostly as an emol- 
lient for rectal, vaginal, and cesophageal examinations, 
to smear catheters and probangs which have pre- 
viously been rendered aseptic. , 

By the ancients, olive oil (or ointment consisting 
of olive oil and some aromatic) was employed as the 
great medical emollient and for sacerdotal anointing 
of their sick and wounded or dead. Thus the Good 
Samaritan poured oil and wine into the wounds of a 
“certain man.” Why? 

In Palestine olive oil was good and plentiful, 
whilst water was scarce and bad. The country 
abounded in olive trees and oil presses, but the one. 
river “Jordan” was, and is, muddy, and the smaller 
streams dry during most months of the year, whilst 
well water carried in skins soon becomes foul. 
Small wonder that oil was used for dressing 
wounds ! ; 

Olive oil containing 24 to 5 per cent. earbolic acid 
relieves the pain caused by scalds and burns—ithe 
acid acting as local anesthetic and the oil as emol- 
lient, but the mixture is not a disinfectant. The 
same percentage of the acid, however, in water is 
an antiseptic. ; 

Personally the writer, when confronted with a 
“dirty” wound, has found the following procedure 
mostly successful :— ; 

1. Cleanse wound by irrigating with a 1 per cent. 
solution of carbolic acid in water. 

2. Apply neat carbolic acid to all exposed surfaces. 

3. (If possible) cover with absorbent wool or lint 


, containing 7 per cent. absolute phenol. 


8. L. 5S. 
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SWINE ERYSIPELAS. 


Swine Erysipelas is a specific disease caused by 
the presence of the swine erysipelas bacillus. — It is 
a blood disease of the type of a “septicemia,” and 
cases may be divided into acute and chronic, and 
the causes into predisposing and exciting. 

Habit of Bacillus. I think that it is found in the 
soil, similar to the Tetanus Bacillus, and appears to 
be more numerous at some places than others, and 
gains access into the animal’s system in a manner 
like the above, through an abrasion of the skin, or 
wound. 

Occurrence in Body. It is mainly a blood para- 
site, like the Anthrax baccillus, and is found in the 
spleen pulp, blood, and lesions when present. 

Predisposing Causes. Close breeding, injudicious 
feeding, bad hygiene, insanitary styes, etc., all aid 
in producing the disease by lowering the vitality of 
the animal’s system, and thereby rendering it 
unable to withstand the risks of infection when ex- 
posed to same. 

Period of Incubation. Varies in acute stage, 1 to 
3 days; chronic may last months. It is, however, 
a much more acute and fatal disease than swine 
fever. Natural cases generally terminate in death 
or recovery within forty-eight hours or so. * 

Clinical Symptoms. In acute cases of the disease 
often there are no very characteristic symptoms 
present to guide one in diagnosis, beyond a very high 
temperature, red discolouration of the skin, and 
those usually present in ordinary fevers. However, 
as the diseases progresses, the skin becomes 
swollen, and is accompanied by a pruritus anda 
kind of exudate which gives it a nasty, greasy, 
filthy appearance, similar to that seen in a dog 
with distemper. It has an offensive smell and 
in some cases the hair falls off, and a certain 
amount of sloughing of the skin takes place, not- 
ably at tips of ears. There is present also a nasty 
sticky discharge from the eyes, which affects their 
sight and makes them appear blind, and there 
is a tendency to constipation usually. I have often 
heen told by the attendant that the first thing 
noticed amiss was that the pig had turned suddenly 
lame in one leg and gone off its feed, and manipu- 
lation causing animal to evince signs of pain. This 
lameness is acute, painful, and I consider is an 
important factor in diagnosis, and is due in my 
opinion to the bacillus invading the synovial mem- 
brane of the joint affected, and probably may throw 
some light upon the disease in future generations. 
It is similar to that seen in specific arthritis of foals 
and calves, and is quickly followed by hurried res- 
piration ; pneumonia supervenes, and death rapidly 
ensues from pulmonary congestion. 

Chronic clinical symptoms. The skin now be- 


comes cyanosed owing to the imperfect circulation 
of the blood, and the pig usually falls into an un- 
thrifty condition, lameness is now chronic, joints 
swollen, and arthritis is present to such an extent 
that the pig is a perfect cripple, and rises with great 
difficulty ; in fact, to use the attendant’s words, it 
appears entirely off its feet. 





are 


In acute cases there 
smal] hemorrhages present somewhere in the intes- 
tinal tract, and generally on the serous membranes 
of the heart and endocardium they are well marked. 


Post-mortem lesions. 


Hemorrhagic nephritis. Cloudy swelling of liver 
and cardiac muscle; lungs highly congested, en- 
larged, dropsical, spotted. On section the inter- 
lobular septa are well defined, and the cut surface 
has a distinct marbled appearance. Enlargement 
(moderate) of the spleen is very constant. 

Chronic Verrucose Endocarditis. The lesion here 
takes the form of the well known warty growths 
present on the nvitral or tricuspid valves, which on 
microscopic examination are found to contain enor- 
mous numbers of the bacilli. At times the intes- 
tines shew an exudate of a diphtheritic nature 
somewhat similar to that seen in swine fever. 

Arthritis. The lesions here are similar to those 
seen in specific arthritis of young stock, and I 
attribute their presence to the bacteria of swine 
erysipelas becoming arrested from the blood, and 
having ‘the joints for their predilection seats. 

Henry B. Eve, M.R.C.V.S. 








VACCINE AS A PREVENTIVE MEASURE 
AGAINST BLACKLEG. 


Until some time ago I had great trouble in assist- 
ing my clients to get rid of this troublesome disease 
called blackleg or quarter-ill. 

In this district we have a very large amount of 
outbreaks in a season and, as is well known, a 
veterinary surgeon can do little or nothing with the 
diseased animals. 

All kinds of preventative measures are adopted by 
the farmers, some have all their young stock seton- 
ed at the dewlap, and some bleed freely twice a 
year. Then we come across the different mixtures 
handed down from generation to generation, some 
of which I have no doubt have their origin from the 
time of the flood. 

Setoning, physicking, and bleeding may at times. 
prevent an attack, but are not reliable. Take for in- 
stance a few yearlings that have been taken off poor 
pasture or food of any kind to rich and good keep, 
They rapidly change condition and do well. If the 
owner is observant enough to watch this rapid 
change of condition and either bléed the likeliest 
subjects or even seton and physic he may ward off 
an attack. The likely subjects are easily picked 
out by an owner who loses animals frequently from 
this malady. 

I have had to try every conceivable measure but 
found that the disease would still crop up. 

Some farmers had given up keeping and rearing 
young stock as they seemed always to have the mis- 
fortune to get them a certain length then quarter- 
ill would spoil their chances for a ready market. 

I have studied very closely the different vaccine 
preparations and resolved to try the ‘“blacklegine”’ 
form prepared by the Pasteur Vaccine Co. 

In the early part of last autumn I obtained a 
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uantity from Messrs. Huish and Co., the British 

gents of the Company, and inoculated fifteen year- 
ling cross-bred stirks on a farm particularly noted 
for blackleg. I, with the owner, who Is a well edu- 
cated gentleman and a keen observer, examined all 
every day to see the result of the vaccination. We 
kept half the number outside and the other inside 
to see if this would have any different results. We 
found the animals to exhibit noinconvenience what- 
ever, their appetite remained unaltered, no stiffness 
or swelling over the seat of inoculation, and the 
temperature did not go beyond 102 F. 

Being satisfied that the virus was not to produce 
any unfavourable symptoms I got the owner tocon- 
sent to the inoculation of his whole stock, which 
was done immediately on a herd of about sixty 
animals. 

Some days elapsed from the vaccinating of the 
first lot and the second, and during that time one 
animal had died from the disease. 

I now set to work and procured more vaccine, and 
have now scores of cattle protected on farms where 
the disease always made its appearance. 

I have never had a single case of quarter-ill in an 
inoculated animal since last autumn, and the owners 
who had given up keeping and rearing stock are 
making’a fresh start, always getting their new pur- 
chases protected by inoculation. 

I have, however, had several outbreaks of the 
disease amongst herds that were not protected, and 
have had the remainder inoculated at once, and the 
disease apparently disappearing. 

| usually select the right shoulder of the animal 
to insert the virus, which is in a ‘cord’ form he'd 
together at the one end by a little brass button. I 
usually clip the hair in the form of a cross before 
inserting the needle, as it is very useful should the 
animal get away before the operation is complete, 
which sometimes happens, and then it is difficult to 
pick it out unless it has the mark. I ‘have the 
animal held by the nose, and if aged run their head 
into a rope and pull them to a strong post or fence. 
I make a small incision in the middle of the cross 
with a very small trocar and then insert the needle 
with the vaccine, clipping off the button, and re- 
leasing the animal. 

As my results have been favourable and my 
clients satisfied, I have every confidence in this form 
of inoculation. 

I have no experience of any other form than the 
‘single blacklegine”” and have great confidence in 
its value as a preventative agent against this trouble- 
some and incurable disease. 

I inoculate a second time after six months, to 
make sure that the cattle are protected thoroughly. 

Messrs. Huish and Co. have given me every assis- 
tance and information about this vaccine, and have 
always responded promptly to orders sent in a hurry. 

I may mention that amongst the different breeds 
of cattle operated upon was a herd of one of the 
best breeds of the Aberdeen-Angus Cattle in the 
country. The owner of this herd nearly every 
season lost one or more of his valuable yearling bulls 
in preparation for show purposes, and now speaks 
highly of this protective measure. 


I would recommend practitioners who are in a 


district where quarter-ill exists to try the vaccine, 
and I am sure they will not regret it. 
T. M. Ineuis, M.R.C.V.S., 
Veterinary Inspector under the Public 
| Health Scotland Act 1897. 
Ingleside, Forfar, 
June 24th, 1903. 








THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


THE USE OF IODINE IN VETERINARY 
PRACTICE. 


By Capt. E. E. Martin, A.V.D. 


In bringing this subject before you this evening I feel 
that some sort of an apology is due to you. The sub- 
ject has done service for more than one paper, if I mis- 
take not, and I do not think I have anything specially 
new to tell you, but in these days of advanced patholo 
and serum therapeutics I thought it might profit us all 
a good deal to turn our attention to and hear each 
other’s views about a drug which has stood the test of 
time and which is used more or less by everyone. 

It is impossible in a short paper to go into all the 
uses of iodine and its PBs so as | wish the paper 
to be as practical a one as possible I will confine myself 
oiadaile to the uses to which I myself have put the 
drug. 

Before speaking of special diseases in which it may be 
used, let us first consider the way in which iodine and 
its compounds may be said to act. 


As AN ANTISEPTIC. 


Away from the living body iodine does not rank very 
high as a germicide and disinfectant, in fact it is not to 
be compared to such agents as corrosive sublimate, for- 
malin, or chlorine. But we have to bear in mind that 
experiments as to the germicidal power of agents carried 
on outside the body are apt to be very misleading if ap- 
plied to what happens in the body. 

Two great causes of error in this connection will occur 
to everyone ; these are firstly that the agent may be of 
such a poisonous or irritant nature that it is quite im- 
possible to use it either internally or on the tissues. 
Secondly it may, by chemical combination with the 
| tissues or fluids of the body, be formed into substances 
which are either insoluble or have no germicidal power. 


feebly germicidal may, when introduced into the body 
be chemically combined to form a much more powerful 
germicide ; or though its power of killing germs is small, 
it may act as an antidote to the toxin which is being 
formed by the germ. 

_ The generally accepted explanation of the action of 
iodine as an internal antiseptic is as follows. By 
whatever channel it reaches the system a portion of the 
drug enters into combination with the salts of the body 
to form chiefly sodium iodide, the remainder of theiodine 
enters into a loose combination with the albumen of the 
blood. It is supposed that this iodine circulating 
through the system in loose combination with the serum 
albumen has a special affinity for the albumen of any 
inflammatory exudate and in many cases this iodide 
albuminate prevents any further development of the 
microbe causing the inflammation. 

I will not pursue this branch of the subject any fur- 
ther for if I did I feel sure I should be called to task for 
introducing a lot of theory into a paper that I have said 
was to be a practical one. But I think I have said 
enough to show that the task of deciding whether an 





Conversely, an agent which outside the body is only. 
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agent is an internal antiseptic is by no means an easy 


one. 
Actinomycosis ; ScHrrrous Corp. 


Iam, however, satisfied by practical results that in 
many diseases of admittedly microbial origin iodine 
roduces beneficial results and enables the tissues suc- 
cessfully to fight the invading organism, and in many 
cases entirely to rout it. This is a somewhat bold state- 
ment, and I can fancy I hear some of you saying “ Name 
the diseases.” In the first place I will mention 
actinomycosis of cattle. My own experience of this 
disease has been small, so I will leave it with this obser- 
vation—that many practitioners have recorded their 
opinion that they consider the drug is most efficacious, 
and in nine cases out of ten effects a cure. 

A disease produced by an organism very similar to 
that of actinomycosis is schirrous cord in horses. In 
this affection I have used the iodine treatment with 
beneficial results. Within the last few months I have 
had a very interesting case of this kind. It is an old- 
standing case that was operated on twelve months ago 
by a well-known veterinary surgeon, and I was shown 
the horse in September as an example of a radical cure 
of a bad case by operation. Two months later it was 
brought to me as bad asever. I started the iodine 
treatment, giving half a drachm of iodine and four 
drachms of iodide of potassium in bolus twice daily. In 
a few weeks time there was great improvement, and six 
weeks after the treatment was started the cord was onl 
slightly thickened and the fistula had been healed. 
There was no further trouble for two months—then the 
cord became thickened again and in a few days an 
abscess formed and broke. Immediately the thickening 
was noticed the second time the iodine treatment was 
tried again, and a fortnight after the abscess broke the 
parts were nearly normal again. Since then—now three 
months—there has been no recrudescence. 

A few years ago | had to perform a large number of 
castrations in adult animals and found that in many 
cases considerable thickening of the cord was left. I 
then adopted the iodine treatment in any case directly 
it showed signs of thickening of the cord. The resu ts 
were api satisfactory. ; 

It is generally acknowledged that schirrous cord in 
horses is not so readily cured as actinomycosis in cattle 
by this treatment, but I think there is very little doubt 
that it has an extremely beneficial action, especially in 
the early stages of the affection. Very old chronic cases 
are more difficult to cure, and one must not be disap- 
pointed if the cases do not yield so readily to medicinal 
treatment. 


SUPPURATIVE LYMPHANGITIS. 


A disease in which I have lately used this drug with 
good effects is suppurative lymphangitis. This disease 
is probably unfamiliar to the majority here, but inas- 
much as it is more or less common on the Continent, 
Egypt, India and South Africa it behoves us to know 
something about it. I say this advisedly, for I have 
within the past few months seen threeseparate well-mark- 
ed cases in this country. Two were destroyed, the third 
at my special request 1 was permitted to treat, with I 
may say perfectly satisfactory results. I will not refer 
any further to this case as it already has appeared in the 
V.J. Ido not attempt to claim for iodine that it is a 
specific in this disease, but I think that in selected cases 
it has a very beneficial action. 


INFLUENZA AND PNEUMONIA. 


I couple these two diseases as it is especially of the 
oe form of influenza which so often has as a com- 
plication pneumonia that I wish to speak. I will not 
attempt to go into the question of the microbial origin 
of these diseases, or venture an opinion whether the 











pneumonia is caused by any _ organism ; but it 


will be evident to all who have made post-mortem 
examinations of this disease that some kind of organ- 
isms, whether the common putrefactive microbes or any 
specific one, have been at work. 

Malcolm was, as far as I am aware, the first to point 
out the benefit of lodide of potassium in chest diseases, 
and his observations were corroborated by Smith 
(Journal of Comp. Path. and Therap.) who used 
iodine in conjunction with the iodide of potassium. 
Both these observers administered the drug by the 
mouth. 

In an outbreak of influenza followed by many cases 
of pneumonia with which I had to deal about 18 months 
ago I found the greatest benefit accrue from intravenous 
injections of a strong solution of iodine and iodide of 
potassium. I tried it altogether in fifteen severe cases 
of influenza and pneumonia and the results were so good 
that I should like to call the special attention of this 
Society to it. 

The first case I tried it on was a very well marked 
case of pleuro-pneumonia ; the patient had been ill over 
three weeks and had wasted to a shadow, there was a 
well defined pleuritic ridge, and on auscultation there 
was a total loss of sound in the lower half of the chest. 
In fact all the symptoms were those of an advanced case 
of hydrothorax. thought the animal was absolutely 
bound to die, and it was more in the nature of an ex- 
periment than with the hopeof doing any good that I tried 
this treatment. To cut along story short, the benefit 
from the first injection was apparent a few hours after, 
and I continued the injections twice daily for three 
days, and then once daily for the rest of the week, and 
the case ultimately recovered though it was a long pro- 
cess. I was so pleased with this case that I tried the 
treatment in all stages of pueumonia and influenza and 
in every case it semed to have a distinct controlling 
effect on the disease. 

A few words as to the method of intravenous injec- 
tions. Many writers in describing the operation are 
inclined to exaggerate the precautions that must be 
taken and the complications that may ensue. Thus 
they advocate shaving the hair off and an elaborate dis- 
infection of the skin, and dilate on the bad consequences 
that may ensue if a little air gets injected with the drug. 
With regard to the shaving and disinfection of the skin, 
shaving undoubtedly makes the operation simpler, and 
is a wise precaution, and if one has the time and oppor- 
tunity it is as well to do it, but as a rule one has not 
either, and in my experience it is by no means necessary. 
It must be remembered that in injecting a strong solu- 
tion of iodine and iodide of potassium one is dealing 
with a strongly antiseptic solution and the chance of 
infecting the wound made, if common cleanliness be 
observed, is very small. (the strength I used was 1 dr. 
iodine, 2 drs. kL and'1oz. water. Dose of this solu- 
tion 1 dr.) Then with regard to the injection of air, I 
do not think there is any danger to be apprehended 
even if a few bubbles of air are admitted with the injec- 
tion. Several times I have injected a few bubbles and 
in no case seen any evil results follow. In fact I have 
never had any bad results from the many injections I 
have performed. In some cases where the whole of the 
injection does not go into the vein there may be some 
swelling, but this subsides and never goes on to the 
formation of an abscess. I always inject into the jugular 
vein in dogs. 


Purpura H#MORRHAGICA. 


Dieckerhoff was the first observer to recommend the 
intratracheal injection of iodine and iodide of potassium. 
His treatment has now been very widel 
deal of success. 
results have always been favourable. 


1 tried with a 
I have tried it in several cases and the 
The next case of 
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this disease I have | intend to try intravenous injection 
instead of injection into the trachea. 
PoLyURIA IN THE Horst. 

There is one disease in the treatment of which I do 
not hesitate to apply the term specific to iodine, and this 
is Diabetes Insipidus or polyuria in the. horse. I have 
treated many cases of this disease with iodine and have 
never failed to produce marked and speedy relief. Pure 
iodine seems to act more certainly in this affection than 
its compounds, [ usually give it in half drachm doses 
twice daily in bolus with two drachms of the iodide to 
increase its solubility. . 

OTHER DISEASES. 

Some other diseases in which this drug has been used, 
but of which I myself have had no experience, are as 
follows : a 

Coley reports that he has found the intravenous injec- 
tion of iodine useful in horse sickness in South Africa. 

Several continental practitioners claim to have had 
good results by the injection of trichloride of iodine in 
distemper, others report good results from the intra- 
venous injection of Lugol’s solution in canine typhus. 

The treatment of milk fever by injections of potassium 
iodide is too well known for me to do more than mention 
it here. 

Besides the above diseases, iodine is very generally 
employed internally as well as externally as a resolvent. 
Its action in such cases is generally considered to be due 
to its special affinity for albumen with which it combines 
loosely to form albuminates which in turn are excreted 
by the kidneys. It also stimulates the lymphatic glands, 
which aids the process. 

In chronic lead or mereury poisoning the iodide of 
potassium given alternately with sulphate of magnesia is 
our most reliable antidote. 

EXTERNAL Uskr. 

I will now pass on to the consideration of the uses of 
iodine and its compounds externally. 

Its use as a resolvent in the case of soft swellings is 
too well known for me to debate on. I generally prefer 
to use iodine ointment to the tincture for these purposes, 
for the reason that the spirit in the latter has a tendency 
after a few applications to harden the skin, and this 
hinders the absorption, while the ointment necessitates a 
certain amount of massage and the drug gets a little 
chance of permeating the skin. 

In ringworm in the horse one dressing of the ointment 
or tincture is usually sufficient to kill the parasite. 

Of the iodine compounds that are used externally the 
best known probably is iodoform. This contains about 
96 per cent. of iodine. It has been before the medical 
anc [o> mpeg A professions for a good many years and 
probably no drug has ever had its properties as an anti- 
septic better discussed. Like a good many other drugs 
it was a little over estimated at first, then later experi- 
ments with it on germs outside the body were carried on, 
and when it was found that many bacteria grew well in 
cultures that were strongly impregnated with it. Many 
rushed to the other extreme and declared it was an 
oo sagen “te pee te and was, in fact, quite useless 
as an antiseptic applic: , . The tenth ace 
Ps ee en ic 7 » ic ation to wounds. Phe truth seems 

vhen it comes in contact with bacterial toxins 
a decomposition is effected and the virulence of the 
organism is destroyed. _Be this as it may, few who 
have ed it constantly wil deny that i is an extremely 
ey agcwaton di egal ,. 1ave found it especially use- 
~ p Ran ef - - a : eady bacterially infected, such 
as abscesses that have been opened. In such cases I 


keep them stuffed with iodoform dressing and keep 


them perfectly dry. The rate at which abs : fi 
with this treatment is remarkable. I have tried it eae 
mixed with an equal quantity of calomel in 
or ulcerating wounds and like this mixture as 
very much, 


ly 
sloughing 


| In human surgery iodoform still holds a very high 
‘position as an antiseptic meget aay yy one very 
objectionable feature it has, namely, its disagreeable 
smell. Some surgeons, especially those who operate on 
the abdominal cavity, rely upon it entirely as an after 
dressing, especially in abdominal abscesses of any kind. 

Other compounds of iodine which are sometimes em- 

jloyed as antiseptics are Iodol, Aristol, Loretin, Sano- 
ia. Iodoformal, Iodoformogen. These are generally 
used as substitutes for iodoform on account of their not 
having the characteristic smell of the latter. 

One practical point to be noted in_using: iodoform is 
that owing to its non-irritant action the granulations of 
a wound tend to become too profuse. My practice is to 
drop the iodoform dressing directly the wound has 
healed up level with the skin and use some slightly as- 
tringent dressing. 

An antiseptic that is not as well known or as popular 
as it deserves to be, is Iodised phenol. This is prepared 
by rubbing down one part of iodine with four parts of 
carbolic acid. In strength 1 to 100 parts of water, this 
makes an excellent wash for wounds, especially those on 
mucous surfaces, such as the uterus or bladder. 

In conclusion, I will repeat what I said at the begin- 
ning of the paper, that I mat made no attempt to give 
an exhaustive description of the uses of iodine. I have 
rather aimed at putting together a few notes which ma 
be profitably discussed. I hope as many as possible will 
criticize these notes and give us the benefit of their ex- 
periences of the drug with these and any other diseases. 


DIscussION. 


Mr. Porcu agreed that iodine was a most valuable 
remedy, whether pure or in the form of some of the pre- 
parations mentioned by the author. It was of great 
service in —— lymphangitis, but that disease 
was not, he thought, so common as would be gleaned 
by Captain Martin’s remarks. He had very often used 
iodine in the condition, with very good results, also in 
such chest affections as pleurisy, where an exudate was 
thrown out. He had also injected it through the canula 
after drawing away the fluid, but he had not yet been 
able to cure a bad case of pleurisy, though improve- 
ment had followed the course just mentioned. He 
thought it possible that the injection of iodine would 
irritate the vein, and possibly set up phlebitis, especi- 
ally when of 1 to 8 strength. With regard to the use 
of equal “aree of calomel and iodoform for dressing large 
wounds, he asked whether Captain Martin had seen any 
ill effects from that, such as mercurial poisoning. He 
knew iodine was much used in actinomycosis. He 
had tried the iodine treatment for purpura by injecting 
it into the trachea, but had not succeeded with it. He 
had been more successful when using it by the mouth. 
He had successfully treated purpura by means of tine- 
ture of iron. 

Mr. HowarpD said he had used iodine and iodide of 
otassium a good deal. Recently he had found the 
atter answer as well as the former. In horses which 
had not got swelled heads he had done as well with the 
old milk and turpentine treatment. Iodide of potassium 
by the mouth he had always found good, and in chest 
affections it was excellent, especially just after the crisis 
of the case was over. He had not been so fortunate as 
Captain Martin in the matter of injecting iodine into 
the jugular vein, as thrombosis had supervened, a swell- 
ing about two inches across occurring in the neck ; even 
with antiseptic precautions some slight septicaemia was 
likely. With regard to the treatment of schirrous cord, 
he had seen biniodide of mercury used daily in five grain 
doses, but no good resulted. 

Mr. Burrers moved the adjournment of thediscussion 
and the meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to the 
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SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN V.M.S. 


The summer meeting was held at East Linton on 
‘Saturday, June 20th, at the invitation of Mr. J. Storie, 
V.S., ex-president of the Society. There were about 
twenty members of the profession present from widely 
divergent districts of Scotland. On the arrival of the 
forenoon train, conveyances were in waiting, and a most 
delightful drive was enjoyed through the beautiful 
policies of Tyninghame, Biel, and Whittingehame. On 
returning to East Linton the party were the guests of 
Mr. and Mrs. Storie at the Manor House. After lunch 
the stable was visited, and here the members were shown 
.a horse successfully recovering from a fractured jaw 
bone. The animal had bolted, and, dashing into a 
wall, had broken its under jaw in two places. Being a 
_valuable animal, Mr. Storie decided that he would, if at 
_all possible, save it from being destroyed. Having con- 
structed a model, Mr. Storie got a blacksmith to make 
an arrangement of thick iron wire, which, coming down 
on efther side of the animal’s head, curved under the 
jaw. The horse is being fed by hand on bread, meal, 
‘ete., but the fracture gives every hope of having been 
successfully treated. 

A meeting was thereafter held in the hall of St. 
Andrew’s U.F. Church, to which a number of the Local 
Authority of the County Council had been invited. Mr. 
J. Connochie, Ayton, president of the Society, occupied 
the chair, and there were among others. present: Pro- 
fessor Taylor, New Veterinary Colllege, Edinburgh ; 
Professor Dunstan, Dick Veterinary College, Edin- 
burgh ; and Messrs. Aitken, junr., Dalkeith, secretary ; 
Cameron, Berwick ; Bannatyne, Haddington ; Young, 
Haddington ; Rutherford, Edinburgh ; Pottie, Paisley ; 
Aitken, Edinburgh ; Borthwick, Kuirkliston ; Storie, 
East Linton ; Peddie, Dundee ; Cunningham, Slateford ; 
Elder, Stevenson Mains; Robertson, Beanston; Wyllie, 
Innerwick ; Smith, Whittingehame ; Dodds, Hedder 
wick ; Cairns, Waughton ; and Yule, Balgone. 

Mr. Storie, having been called upon to open the dis- 
cussion, referred to the subject of anthrax. He was, he 
said, not opposed to cremation, but considered it quite 
unnecessary. He had no hesitation in affirming that it 
was not from what was buried that there was danger, 
but from what might be left behind. Herein lay the 
«luty of the veterinary inspector to see that as far as 
possible all escaped blood, etc., were carefully des- 
troyed. As to the origin of outbreaks of ‘anthrax, he 
was quite satisfied, and he thought the Local Authority 
agreed with him, that in nineteen cases out of twenty 
the disease arose from the animal being fed on foreign 
meals and cakes. It was well known, he said, that 
anthrax was prevalent in many of the countries from 
which linseed and cotton meals were obtained, and in 
some of these countries the regulations for controlling 
the disease were understood to be very lax. Conse- 
«juently, it was most probable that these foods got con- 
taminated, and unless the cakes were manufactured at 
a sufficiently high temperature the germs would come 
into activity again when the cake was eaten by the 
animal. Cremation could not be carried out for less 
than £1 per carcase for fuel alone, and he had his 
— as to its completeness unless a report were 
used. 

Mr. Wy.ure, farmer, Innerwick, said he thought 
Mr. Storie had begged the question as to the County 
Committee having made up their minds that anthrax 
was caused by foreign feeding stuffs. At present they 
were not prepared to go that length. Personally, he 
thought there was far too much stress being put upon 
the risk of infection and too much bother entailed upon 
farmers in cases where only one animal had died of the 
Alisease. 

Mr. Portir, Paisley, veterinary inspector for Renfrew- 








shire, expressed the opinion that there were two forms 
of anthrax—infectious and non-infectious. If they 
began to argue on the germ theory they would go all to 
nonsense. (Laughter.) The only way, he held, to 
investigate this ieceta was to collect a great number of 
facts, and let the germ theory for the time alone, be- 
cause they could produce no preventative. Mr. Pottie 
instanced cases where anthrax carcases had been handled 
by butchers, who were not affected by the disease. 

Mr. Dodds, farmer, Hedderwick, referred to a case at 
East Linton where a butcher had been infected. 

Mr. Pottie said he did not hold that anthrax was not 
infectious but that in this disease they must separate 
one form from another. When anthrax only affected 
single cases in herds, they could not say it was at all a 
very infectious disease. 

Mr. G. Young, Haddington, humorously remarked 
that the handling of anthrax carcases, as referred to by 
Mr: Pottie, was thought a much more serious thing in 
East Lothian, and the butcher who got to hear that 
there were suspicions of anthrax being among animals 
he had slaughtered was in a very bad state indeed for a 
few days till he saw if he were going to get clear. 
(Laughter.) He instanced a case of two cattle dying of 
anthrax in a crib. The place was washed out and two 
other cattle put in. One shortly afterwards died. He did 
not see the necessity for cremation. ; 

Mr. CunnineHaM, V.S., Slateford, said that while 
believing that anthrax could infect human beings, still 
he was almost inclined to agree with Mr. Pottie that 
there were two forms of disease. 

Mr. T. Exper, farmer, Stevenson Mains, Haddington, 
said that where there was such aw of opinion and 
they were not very sure, it was better, he thought, that 
they should refrain from being too hasty in expressing 
their opinions in very strong language. There might 
be, he said, some truth in the opinion that there were 
two forms of anthrax. He had a strong belief that the 
germ of the disease was certainly propagated from the 
food on which the animal was fed. He was not in 
favour of cremation as carried out at present. To begin 
with it was very expensive, and if the disease went on 
increasing the cost of cremation would have to be borne 
by the rates. So far as their knowledge went as Local 
Authority they could find no trace of infection after 
burial. It was most unusual to find two cases of 
anthrax on the same farm for a number of years. 

Professor DuNnsTAN remarked that Mr. Elder had said 
it was not desirable for anyone to speak too confidently 
on this subject, but (emphatically) he was very confident 
in what he was going to say. There was one cause 
of anthrax, and one only viz., the anthrax bacillus. (A)- 
plause). He quite agreed with the speaker who had stated 
that 19 out of 20 cases were due to feeding material 
that was entering by the mouth—but he did not think 
even half of these were by cakes. As to the infectivity 
of anthrax, there was a difference between infection 
and contagion. It was not so much contended that 
there was infection from one animal to another—because 
single cattle died in widely separated districts—but that 
the cause which gave rise to anthrax in one case gave 
rise to it in another. It certainly was exceedingly dan- 
gerous to human beings. An error sometimes made was 
looking at the spleen to find the bacillus. To find the 
bacillus of anthrax it was best to withdraw the blood 
from the most distant extremities of the body, such as 
the ear. One individual could, from his constitution, 
handle anthrax carcases with impunity, while another 
man could not. His answer to the question why some 
farms were subject to the disease and others not so, was 
that many years before there had probably been careless- 
ness displayed in getting rid of anthrax carcases. It 
had been proved that the spores would live for twenty 
years, and there was no reason, he held, why it should 
not live for fifty years. While judging cremation ab- 











; 
| 
‘ 
; 


& THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fuly 4, 1903 





solutely unnecessary, he would not relax the regulations 
of the Board of Agriculture one iota as regarded the 
burial of carcases. In reply to a question by Mr. Pottie, 
Professor Dunstan said that if Mr. Pottie could tell him 
where Adam came from he would tell him where the 
anthrax germ came from. (Laughter.) . 

Mr. CLark, farmer, Eaglescarnie, said he was interested 
in anthrax more as a sheep farmer than as regarded 
cattle. There were, he believed, far more deaths among 
sheep from anthrax than the veterinary profession had 
any idea of. > 

Mr. Porrte said he once took the blood of an: nimal 
and sent it to a specialist for analysis, and told him that 
he suspected anthrax. The specialist answered in the 
affirmative. A short time afterwards he took the blood 
of a healthy animal and asked if there was anthrax 
there. The reply came back, “Teeming with bacilli. 
“ Since that time,” Mr. Pottie quietly remarked as he sat 
down, “the germ theory has gone. You can assume 
anything you like.” (Laughter.) 

Professor’ TayLor, New Veterinary College, Edin- 
burgh, also spoke in support of Professor Dunstan’s con- 
tentions. . 

After a short discussion, in which Mr. Aitken, Dal- 
keith, upheld the claims of cremation against a strong 
opposition, the meeting closed with votes of thanks to 
the Chairman and Mr. Storie.—T7he Haddingtonshire 
Advertiser. 





THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


116, Stephens Green, Dublin, 
June 24th, 1903. 
Sir,—L have been instructed by the Council of the 
above Association to send you a copy of a newspaper re- 
port re a case which occurred in Dublin relative to the 
exemption of veterinary surgeons from serving on juries ; 
and apparently this case establishes the fact that veteri- 
narians are exempt from attending on juries. Please 
give the enclosed report, which is taken from The Dublin 
Daity Express of the 22nd inst., a space in an early issue 
of The Veterinary Record—Yours very truly, 
Jas. McKenny, Hon. Sec. 
VETERINARY SURGEONS AS JURORS. 
_ The Court for Crown Cases Reserved sat on Saturday 
in Nisi Prius Court No. 1 for the purpose of hearing the 
arguments on a case reserved by Mr. Justice Andrews 
from the Commission Court of the County of the City 
of Dublin, which raised the question whether veterinary 
surgeons are liable to be called on to act as jurors. The 
judges present were the Lord Chief Baron, Mr. Justice 
Andrews, Mr. Justice Johnson, Mr. Justice Madden, Mr. 
Justice Barton, Mr. Justice Boyd, and Mr. Justice 
"oe 
The petitioner, Mr. Charles Allen, veterinary surgeon 
of 23 Rutland Square, West, Dublin. von aen 
an order made against him for payment of a fine of £2 
for his non-attendance as a juror at the Commission 
Court on 6th February last. The appeal came on for 
hearing before Mr. Justice Andrews at the Commission 
on the Ist of April, when petitioner submitted that his 
non-attendance was not a wilful contempt of court, but 
was occasioned by the fact that he was a person abso- 
lutely freed and exempted from serving on any jury, in- 
quest or inquiry In any court, or on any occasion what- 
soever, he being a licensed medical practitioner, and he 
therefore, prayed that the fine might be remitted. The 
petition further set out that the petitioner had been 
e mgy for over 30 years as a veterinary surgeon in 
dublin, and was still” so practising ; that he had been 
admitted as a member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons on the 19th of April, 1870, and he produced 





his diploma of membership, certifying that he was fully 
qualified to practice the art and science of veterinary 
surgery and medicine. He also stated that he wasa 


Fellow of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons,. 


having obtained the Fellowship by examination ; that 
he was President of the Veterinary Association of Ire- 
land, and at one time a member of the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. — 

ounsel had argued before Mr. Justice Andrews that 
the petitioner should be exempted from serving on a 


jury, inasmuch as he came within the description of 


rsons exempted in section 20 of the Juries Procedure 
(Ireland) Act, 39 and 40 Victoria, chapter 78, and in the 
schedule annexed thereto, as being a “ licensed medical 
practitioner ” ; and further, inasmuch as he came within 
the description in the said schedule of persons thereto- 


fore exempted by virtue of any prescription, pi 


grant, writ, or local Act of Parliament. The Roya 
Charter of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
dated March, 1844, declared and granted that the veteri- 
nary art as practised by the members of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons should be thenceforth deem- 
ed and taken to be recognised as a profession, and that 
the members should be individually distinguished by 
the name or title of Veterinary Surgeons. The Royal 
Charter proceeded to declare that the veterinary art was 
thenceforth recognised by law as a profession. The- 
questions for the Court were :—(1) Is the petitioner 
entitled to the exemption he claims from being returned 
and from serving on any jury, inquest, or inquiry in any 
Court or on any occasion whatsoever ; (2) is the peti- 
tioner entitled toa remission of the fine referred to in 
his aforesaid petition. 

Mr. Dudley White (instructed by Messrs. Peebles and 
Knox) appeared for the petitioner, and argued that 
veterinary surgeons were included in the term “ licensed 
medical practitioners.” He cited the various sections of 
the Medical Acts bearing upon the question, and also the 
decided cases. 

Mr. Justice Madden said he was under the impression 
that the foundation of all the exemptions was the benefit 
of mankind, not the dignity of the persons exempted. 

Mr. Justice Johnson said that it might be argued that 
a baker should be exempted. 

Mr. White pointed out that every person exempted in 
the schedule was a person whose labour could not be 
done by deputy. A baker could have his work perform- 
ed by deputy. 

Mr. Justice Johnson said there might be cases in 
country villages where the baker could not have his work 
done by deputy. 

Mr. White said that pharmaceutical chemists were now 
exempted. Their Lordships would remember that in 
Bardell v. Pickwick the chemist asked to be exempted 
on the ground that he had not an assistant. (Laughter. } 
Mr. Justice Starling said he ought to have an assistant, 


and the chemist replied that he could not afford to pay . 


for one. The chemist was compelléd to serve, but be- 
fore he was sworn he said he was afraid there would be 
a murder before the case was over, as he had only an 
errand boy in his shop, who was under the impression 
that oxalic acid was Epsom salts, and leaves of senna 
laudanum (laughter.) ether it was owing to that, 
counsel was unable to say, but the fact was that chemists, 
being persons whose personal skill and labour were re- 
quired, were now exempted. 

Mr. Justice Madden : It is not improbable that it had 
an effect. 

_ The Lord Chief Baron : You don’t think that that de- 
cision of Mr. Justice Starling is one that we ought to 
follow? (Laughter.) 

Mr. White : No, my lord. 

Mr. Justice Johnson : All this is beside the question. 

Mr. White said he was answering a point his lordshiy» 
put as to certain people being exempted. 
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Mr. Cecil Atkinson (instructed by Sir P. Coll, C.B., 
Chief Crown Solicitor), submitted that the Court must 
look at the Jury Act itself, and give the exemptions 
therein specified the strict and literal construction that 
the Act intended, and he contended that “ medical prac- 
titioner ” could only mean a person engaged in the prac- 
tice of medicine in the ordinary acceptation of the term, 
and could not be extended so as to include a totally 
separate class of persons, even though in the exercise of 
their skill they might be concerned in the mixing of 
drugs. Their grievance must remain, as in the case of 
the dentists, until some future Act of Parliament relieved 
them from this duty. 

The Judges having consulted, 

The Lord Chief Baron announced that the majority of 
the judges were of opinion that the petitioner was enti- 
tled to the exemption claimed, and that both questions 
-should be answered in the affirmative. 








THE PHARMACY BILL AND CATTLE 
MEDICINES. 


The views on this subject of The Mark Lane Express 
.and Agricultural Jowrnal are as under :— 


“The Pharmaceutical Society are promoting a new 
measure in Parliament as a counterblast to the report of 
the Departmental Committee on the Sale of Poisons, to 
which we recently referred. The objects include the 
checking of the modern and growing practice on the 

rt of a duly qualified person to carry on divers shops 
or the sale of poisons, whereby adequate protection is 
not afforded to the persons frequenting the same, by 
providing that every such shop shall be under the bond- 

_Jjide personal conduct and supervision of a duly qualified 
person ; and the ending of abuses at present attending 
the hawking of poisons, and the better regulation of the 
sale of the same by providing that no poison shall be 
sold except in a shop which has been duly registered for 
that purpose. 

“The first of these objects we do not propose to dis- 
.cuss. We are concerned at preserft only with the ques- 
tion from an agricultural aspect. We therefore turn to 
the Bill to find the means proposed for preventing the 
hawking of poisons and for regulating their sale. The 
Pharmacy Act, 1868, makes it illegal for any unqualified 
person to sell poisons to which the Act applies. Therefore 
poisons can only be legally hawked by registered chemists 
or druggists. We should lave thought that on the whole 
there was less risk in buying from a qualified chemist 
-on a road than from an unqualified assistant in a shop. 
But possibly there may be danger lurking in the fact 
that a duly qualified man would not be likely to be 
hawking poisons, unless he were of unreliable habits, 
-or had otherwise failed to inspire the confidence usually 
-associated with a sathadianal man. 


incidentally to benefit the members of the 
tical Society) by providing that in future not only shall 
poisons be sold exclusively by qualified persons, but 
-also that they shall only be sold in registered shops. 
“Now there are certain preparations containing 
minute proportions of poisons which are known as 
“patent medicines.” These compounds enjoy a privi- 
leged position, being expressly exempted from the 
Pharmacy Acts, and can therefore be sold by unqualified 
persons in any place. The concession is due, we pre- 
sume, to their comparatively harmless nature and their 
extensive use by the public, by whom facilities for their 


supply would be demanded ; and is possibly influenced | 


by the fact that an extensive sale brings a welcome 
:addition to the coffers of the Inland Revenue. The 
= Bill will not diminish this privilege in any shape 
-or form. 





“ But a fear has been expressed in some quarters that 
the Bill, if in its present form, will paralyse the 
sale of cattle medicines, and be most inconvenient to 
purchasers of those articles. It is said that many cattle 
a cee a ere greed the — 
of “ poison,” and consequently, if the Bi ; without 
As mae they can only lawfully be sold in a regis- 
tered shop conducted by a registered person, and the 
accustomed and convenient way of taking orders at 
shows, markets, and fairs will no longer be permissible. 
It is possible that the Bill may bear this construction ; 
but we hope it was not intended to do so, and trust that 
it will be amended in such a manner as to putall doubts 
at rest. Sales of medicines and poisons by veterinary 
surgeons in the ordinary course of business have always 
been exempt from the ya and there is no definition of 
“patent medicines ” limiting the term to compounds in- 
tended for human consumption only. Moreover, if the 
sales of cattle medicines at shows and fairs will be il- 
legal in the future, they probably have been in the past, 
as such sales are generally effected by unqualified per- 
sons. Yet we have not eset of any prosecutions or 
complaints arising therefrom. In our opinion these cir- 
cumstances certainly indicate that it was never intended 
that the Pharmacy Act should apply to cattle medicines, 
bond-fide sold as such. At the same time the wording 
of the existing Acts and the proposed Bill are sufficient] 
vague to admit a doubt as to their construction, which 
it is very desirable to remove. We understand that an 
effort will be made to amend the Bill by expressly ex- 
cluding cattle medicines from the operation of the Acts, 
and we cordially wish it success.” 


The comment thereon by the Editor of the Pharma- 
ceutical Journal is:— 

*,* It is difficult to see in what way a “cattle medi- 
cine” could be satisfactorily defined. Tartar emetic is a 
drug much used in veterinary practice, in addition to 
its uses as a remedy for various complaints in man, and 
as an occasional weapon in the hands of murderers. The 
recent “Chapman” poisoning case is still sufficiently 
fresh in the minds of the public to show the advantage 
of the sale of tartarated antimony being restricted to 
qualified chemists and druggists. If this and all other 
} ime which find a use in veterinary medicine were ex- 
cluded from the working of the Pharmacy Acts, the 
latter would inevitably be rendered even less efficient 
than at present.—{ Fd., P../.] 


ped opinion is altogether in favour of the proposed 
Bill, and we hope our Council will give their assistance 
to the pharmacists.—Eb., VR. 








INJURIES TO A HIRED HORSE. 
In the King’s Bench Division on June 30th, (before 





At any rate, the | 


promoters of the Bill seek to safeguard the public (and 
harmaceu- | 


Mr. Justice Grantham and a Special Jury.) 
DoLuaR v. GREENFIELD. 


This was an action brought to recover damages for in- 
juries to a horse hired of the plaintiff by the defendant, 
which injuries were alleged to have been caused by the 
negligence of the defendant’s servants. In May, 1902, 
the defendant had on hire from the plaintiff, a jobmaster, 
a pair of carriage horses, which were stabled in Somers 
Mews, which is open to public roads at both ends. On 
May 11, 1902, the horses were driven into the mews by 
the defendant’s coachman, and were taken from the car- 
riage and led round to the back of the carriage to have 





their legs brushed and feet washed before being 
| taken into the stables. Each horse was held by one of 
the defendant’s grooms, while another groom began to 
‘ brush down the legs. One of the horses, while being 
brushed down, got restive, plunged forward, got free 





from the lad, and bolted out of the mews, and was 
badly injured. The plaintiff contended that it was 
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negligence on the part of the defendant’s servants to | 
brush down a pair of valuable horses in an open a 8. | 
In support of that contention the plaintiff himself, Mr. | 
W. J. Smith, and Mr. Withers, jobmasters, were called, | 
and stated that it was nota safe and prudent thing to 
brush down a horse in a mews like Somers Mews. For 
the defence the defendant’s head coachman was called, 
and stated that it was the usual thing to brush down a 
horse’s legs in the mews before taking it into the stable, 
and he had done that for 20 years, and other coachmen 
did the same. When the horse got restive it plunged 
against the coachhouse door andcrushed the ey oom 
it. It was impossible for the man to hold the horse. 
He could not say why the horse got restive. The 
coachman’s evidence was corroborated by the defen- 
dant’s four other servants, who were on the scene at the 
time. A number of London coachmen were also called 
for the defence, and stated that it was a usual and safe 
thing to brush down a horse in the mews before taking 
it into the stable, also that it was better for the horse, as 
it enabled it to cool down before being taken in. _ 

Mr. Abel Thomas, K.C., and Mr. Muir Mackenzie ap- 
peared for the plaintiff; Mr. MeCall, K.C., and Mr. 
Compton Smith for the defendant. 

Mr. McCall, for the defendant, submitted that the 
plaintiff had not affirmatively proved that the defen- 
dant’s servants had been guilty of negligence. The mere 
bolting of the horse was no evidence of negligence— 
“ Hammack vy. White” (11 C.B., 594). There was no 
evidence that the defendant’s servants knew that the 
horse was likely to bolt—‘ Manzoni v. Douglas” (6 
Q.B.D., 145). 

Mr. Abel Thomas, for the plaintiff, referred to “ The 
Coupé Company v. Maddick ” (1891, 2 Q.B.D., 413). 

Mr. Justice Grantham held that the case must be left 
to the jury, and in summing up said that the case was of 
considerable importance to a number of persons who let 
out horses for hire. The question was, had negligence 
been shown on the part of the defendant’s servants in 
the way they managed the horse? There were said to 
be two grounds of negligence—(1) not taking the horse 
into the stable ; (2) improper care of the horse by the 
defendant’s servants. The defendant was fortunate 
enough to be able to employ a number of servants. 
There were seven men to look after a << of horses, and 
if there had not been so many men probably the accident 
would not have happened. The jury must say whether 
it was a satisfactory way in which these men did their 
duty to their master. With regard to taking the horse 
into the stable, the fact that the defendant’s men had 
brushed the horses in the open mews for a number of 

rears did not prove that it was not negligent to do so. 
Vhen it was a mews open at both ends was it wise to 
deal with a horse outside the stable, unless they had 
taken such precautions that the horse could not get 
away! [His Lordship then read to the jury from the 
judgment of Mr. Justice Carr in “ The Coupé Company 
v. Maddick” (supra), which he said correctly expressed 
the law on the subject]. If the plaintiff had proved 
negligence, then he was entitled to a verdict, if not then 
gaa 5 entitled toa verdict. 

The jury found a verdict for the plaintiff for the 
Pieces: 2 Prout Renal plaintiff for the full 

Judgment accordingly.—7'he Times. 








Swine Fever Order—An Unjust Fine. 

The West Riding J.P.’s at Doncaster showed them- | 
selves very wooden-headed the other day in dealing with 
a breach of the Swine Fever (Movement) Order. The 
defendant was summoned for having removed a pig from 
the borough market into the country without a proper 
licence. It appeared that the licence he produced od 
one for the movement of swine only within the borough 
but evidence was given proving that this was simply the | 





of individual consideration. For the most 


result of an error on the part of an inspector at the 
‘market. The defendant had asked for a licence to take- 
the pig into the West Riding, and the inspector, who: 


was very busy at the time, had inadvertently filled up 
and issued the wrong form. For the Technical offence 
resulting from this official mistake, for which the defen- 
dant was not in any way to blame, the magistrates im- 
yosed a fine of 10s., with an additional 19s. for costs. 
Jome sense of justice should surely be displayed even in 
the enforcement of swine-fever regulations.—T7'ruth. 








VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 


Sir 

The Council of the above fund request me to ask if 
ou will be good enough again to aid the Society by 

kindly inserting in your journal the annual report and 

balance sheet as submitted to the annual general meet- 

ing I enclose them for this purpose. 

I only desire to add that many members of the pro- 
fession assembled at the meeting and eagerly discussed 
how the good work of the Society could be further ad- 
vanced. It was felt that having regard to our numbers 
it ought to be possible to secure sufficient money to aid 
liberally each genuine applicant for relief. 

The Council feel sure the profession ety will be 
pleased to have this information and will thereby be in- 
fluenced to subscrike more liberally.— Yours faithfully, 

W. FREEMAN BARRETT, 
Hon. Sec. & Treasurer. 
ANNUAL REPORT. 


The fifth annual general meeting was held at 10, Red 
Lion Square, W.C., on Wednesday, the 3rd day of June,. 
immediately after the annual general meeting of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

At the request of the Council I have the pleasure to: 
present herewith the fifth annual balance sheet and 
general statement of accounts of the above fund. The 
council desire to express the hope that you will regard 
the progress of the ard as satisfactory ; they feel that 
there is much cause for congratulation, inasmuch, as, 
although relief to a considerable extent has been afforded 
during the past year, stock of the nominal value of £500 
has been added to the reserve fund. This good work 
has been for the most part achieved by the offer of a 
member (whose name I am especially forbidden to dis- 
close) to subscribe £100, if £500 could be obtained by 
way of donations from the members of the profession. 
You are perhaps already aware, that by strenuous efforts, 
this large sum has been collected, and the £100 duly 
received, thus enabling the council to add materially to 
the value of their investments. 

Iam especially instructed to thank those members 
who were good enough to assist the object by their per- 
sonal efforts, for without their aid this result could not 
have been attained ; sincere thanks are also due to those 
who by their pecuniary assistance have contributed to- 
wards the success already referred to. 

_ Your council regret, however, that owing to the exten- 
sive demands made upon the resources of the Society, 
they have in several cases been reluctantly compelled to: 
refuse aid. 

One can hardly realise the extreme cases of povert. 
which unfortunately exist in the profession, often throug 
no fault of those who apply ; shattered health occasioned 
either by accident or pall for the most part conduces 


_ to this condition, but every case that is brought to the 


notice of the council is fully investigated, and is a matter 
rt widows 


of deceased veterinary Surgeons are in receipt of relief, 
in two cases, however, aid is being given to members who 
are helpless by reason of. long continued disease and 
suffering. 


The council earnestly appeal to subscribers to remit 
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their subscriptions, unfortunately many have not yet 
dione so, with the result that money which might other- 
wise be devoted to the relief of distress is spent in the 
endeavour to procure funds. It is felt, however, that 
there is much cause for general satisfaction, that the 
fund, having regard to its short existence, has obtained 
sure footing, and that with continued efforts on the 
part of the general members of the profession it will be 
possible to afford substantial relief in every genuine case 
of privation. It is in a measure to be regretted that this 
result has been obtained by the help of comparatively 
few members only, clearly showing that if the majority 
of the members would interest themselves to a greater 
extent than at present, a really great and philanthropic 
work might be accomplished. It is those who come 
into direct contact with the many painful and really dis- 
tressing cases who feel the urgent necessity of an appeal 
to every member of the profession to help, by every 
means at their disposal, a society, which has for its sole 
object the amelioration of the lot of those whose distress 
is only the more keenly felt by reason of their former 
social position. A sum of £119 has been distributed by 
way of relief during the past year, and with real regret 





CasH STATEMENT FROM APRIL 








RECEIPTS. 
Za ¢. 2ad 
Balance at bank (April 1st, 1902) 14410 3 
Interest on investment in consols 31 12 5 
Do. deposit account 5 5 7 
pity ——— 218 0 
Deposit withdrawn 300 0 0 
Subscriptions 69 4 0 
Life Members 1010 0 
Donations 323 3 6 
£884 5 9 
Investments :— 
Consols at cost 1202 4 7 
Norwich Corporation Stock 
at cost 532 3 6 
£1734 8 1 





ihe comets have found themselves unable to exceed this 
imit. 

During the past year the sum of £439 15s. 6d. has been 
received, made up as follows :—Subscriptions, £69 4s. ; 
life members, £10 10s. ; donations, £323 3s. 6d. ; divi- 
dents on investments, £36 18s. ; full particulars of which 
are contained in enclosed balance sheet. 

At the close of the financial year, viz., 31st March, 
1903, £1,225 of consols and £500 Norwich Corporation 
stock were held by thefund. Is it too much to hope that 
by further efforts this reserve may be considerably aug- 
mented during the coming year! 

In accordance with the bye-laws, five members of 
council have retired ; the following are the names of 
gentlemen who have been duly nominated to fill the 
vacancies, viz. :—Messrs. Trigger, Macqueen, Villar, 
Shipley, and James F. Simpson, who, being eligible, offer 
themselves for election at the next annual general 
meeting. 

W. FREEMAN BARRETT, 
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer. 
96, Tressillian Road, Brockley, S.E. 
May 29th, 1903. 


1sT, 1902, ro MarcH 31st, 1903. 
W. F. Barrett, Hon. Treasurer, in account with the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 


PAYMENTS. 
Gard £2 ea & 
Relief 119 0 O 
Printing, postage and sundries | 16 1 5 
Invested in Norwich Corporation Stock 532 3 6 
—— at bankers 100 0 0 
Balance at bank 116 19 10 
In hand 110 
——— 118 0 10 
£884 5 9 
Particulars of relief during year ending March, 1902. 
£s. d. £s. a. 
Mrs. P. 6 0 0 Mrs. B. 12 0 0 
Mrs. C. 6 0 0 Mrs. D. 9 0 O 
Mrs. F. 110 O Mrs. B. 12 0 0 
Mr. H. 12 0 O Mrs. F. 12 0 0 
Mrs. R. 12 0 0 Mr. Wood 710 O 
Mrs. H. 5 0 0 ——— 
Mrs. F. 12 0 0 £119 0 O 
Mr. B. 12 0 0 —-- — 


We certify that we have examined the above accounts and in our opinion they are correct. 


Glanders and Hospital Authorities. 


A solicitor ne age the Governors of the London 
Hospital, asked Mr. Mead’s advice respecting a man 
who was in that Institution suffering from glanders, and 
for whom there was no proper accommodation. The 
disease in question very rarely attacked a human being, 
and the medical profession hardly knew anything about | 
it, but it was a great and grave danger to all the atten- 
-dants. _Could not his worship make an order directing 
the parish authorities to take over the case? Ana opli- 
cation had been made to admit the man to the White- 
-Chapel Infirmary, but they refused to admit him. Under 
the Public Health Act ‘a magistrate could make an 
order with regard to certain infectious diseases for de- 
tention at the expense of the Metropolitan Asylums 

Board, but glanders was not mentioned. 

Mr. Mead : Can’t the man be isolated ? 

The Solicitor: There is no accommodation at the 
Hospital, and we do not want him at all. That is 
why Mr. Holland directed me to make the present ap- 
plication. 


(Signed) JosEpH WoopcGerR ) ’ 
r . 7 , 5 
GEORGE WARTNABY Hon, Auditors 


Mr. Mead (smiling): Can’t Mr. Holland solve the 
difficulty? He is a member of the bar. 

The Solicitor : The man is a pauper. 

Mr. Mead: While he is with you he is not a pauper, 
but even though he were in a destitute state, you could 
not put him outside the hospital. I am sure you would 
not like to take that responsibility. | have no power 
to make an order, and can only suggest that you should 
make some temporary accommodation and isolate the 
case. If you removed the man to the infirmary it would 
be another orbit of infection, and in the public interest 
it would best if the case remained where it is. You 
might go to Spring Gardens and see Dr. Murphy, who 
could give you the best advice on the subject ; or go to 
the Veterinary Department of the Board of Agriculture. 
I should think it was a matter in which veterinary sur- 
geons might act in ‘conjunction with the medical men, 
as the former might know some persons who were 
continually brought within the sphere of the disease, 
and might be immune. 

The solicitor thanked his worship, and remarked that 
the disease rarely attacked a man. 
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I2 
DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 & 1896. 
Summary or Returns, WEEK Enpine JUNE 27, 1903. 
Foot- Glanders 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Rabies. Swine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy) 
| Cases SEs 
iod. a : : : ; | Confirmed. a 322-2 
Period s\.¢141e8)2 /1.8 |! 43 | 8288 
3 | 2 3 _— $ =< 2 o 3.2 Khe 
o | 38 g 2 so 2 3 S a uo b BA y= 
5 |}82] 6 |821 8 |£8)] $8 | 38] 3 | 80.7 
B | 8a os | 8g 5 aa } 2°5 = £3883 
o 4 5 |< 5 |< 4 |Oo9] Oo |@ 
regent ee Saas 2 Nl 
No. | No. | No. No. | No. No. | No. | No. No. | No 
Week ended June 27, 1903 a 14 | 38 . | % 49 4. | te 39 | (285 
— ;————— —_—_——— | - — 
1902 mn 7 | 18 2 | oi .. | « 32, 114 
in J 1901 ae 10 | 10 9 ai... | .. 104 , 508 
ee 1900 i 9 | 14 18 25 Se 69 | 768 
Total for 26 weeks, 1903 a - 430 685 680 j1114 oe - 879 4,191 
(1902. 377 625 | 1 | 120 | 563 1032 | 12 EP 968 | hove 
i i i 1 ae 856 | 504 12 | 669 | 649 (1122 1 1 ‘ ‘ 
oe - {198 ae 303 | 492 G | 123 | 545 | 947 “a - 1,174 | 12,580 





























Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Board of Agriculture, June 30th, 1903. 





ORDER OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 
Dated 8th May, 1903 (6660.) 


ForEIGN ANIMALS (AMENDMENT) ORDER OF 1903. 
(No. 2.) 


Ammals from the Argentine Republic or Uruguay 
Prohibited. 


1. Unless and until the Board otherwise order, it shall 
not be lawful to land any animal brought from the 
country of the Argentine Republic or from Uruguay, 
and the first outebils (Prohibited Countries and Parts 
of Countrees) to the Foreign Animals Order of 1896 
shall be read and have effect as if those countries were 
included in the list of prohibited countries and parts of 
countries mentioned in that schedule. 





EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING ANIMALS. 


_ A “return showing the number of experiments per- 
formed (in the United Kingdom) on living animals dur- 
ing the year 1902, under licences granted under the Act 
39 and 40 Vict., c. 77, distinguishing painless from pain- 
ful experiments (in continuation of Parliamentary paper 
No. 174, of Session 1902),” has been issued as a Parlia- 
mentary paper [186]. As regards England and Scotland 
the total number of licensees was 319, of whom 112 per- 
formed no experiments. The tabulated list of names 
and remarks thereon, in the words of the Home Ottice 
inspector, “ afford evidence (1) that the licences and cer- 
tificates have been granted and allowed only upon the 
recommendation of persons of high scientific standing ; 
(2) that the licensees are persons who, by their training 
and education, are fitted to undertake experimental work 
and to profit by it ; (3) that all experimental work has 
—_ conducted in suitable places.” 
in experiments performed under licence ; 
animal must during the whole of the eo na te 


| under the iafluence of some anesthetic of sufficient 


| power to prevent the animal feeling pain ; and the 
animal must, if the pain is likely to continue after the: 


effect of the anesthetic has ceased, or if any serious in- 
jury has been inflicted on the animal, be killed before it 
| recovers from the influence of the anzsthetic which has 


be performed, under the foregoing provisions as to the 
use of anzesthetics, in illustration of lectures. Certificate 
B exempts the person performing the experiment from 
the obligation to cause the animal on which the experi- 
ment is performed to be killed before it recovers from 
the influence of the anesthetic ; but when the animal is 
a dog or a cat certificate EE is also necessary. Certifi- 
cate A allows experiments to be performed without 
anesthetics ; and when the animal on which the experi- 
ment is performed is a dog ora cat certificate E is also 


periments on a horse, ass, or mule. The total number of 
experiments, other than simple ino¢ulations, h ermic 
injections, and the like, performed with onnetiition was 
2,130. Of these 1,014 were performed under licence 
alone, 171 under certificate C, 693 under certificate B 
and 252 under certificate Band EE. Twelve thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-six experiments of the nature 
of hypodermic injections andinoculations were performed 
— 12,630 of these under certificate A, 92 under certificate 
A and E, and 54 under certificate A and F. 

The Home Office Inspector, in his report, draws 
especial attention to the large number of experiments 


of various public authorities. Five licensees performed 
3,857 inoculation experiments for the testing of anti- 
toxins. Seventeen licensees report together 3,997 inocu- 
lation experiments, nearly the whole of which were per- 
formed for official bodies. The experiments, too, com- 

rised a large number for the purpose of testing milk 
for tuberculosis, others for ascertaining whether" hair is 
infected with anthrax, for the examination of “sewage 





been administered. Certificate C allows experiments to- 


necessary. Certificate F is required in all cases of ex- 


performed for the preparation of remedies and on behalf 
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-and atmospheric air, and the like. Numerous inocula- 
tions are required also for the diagnosis of disease in 
man and animals; and many are performed in the 
course of the cancer investigations now in progress in 
several places. 

As regards Ireland, 13 licences were in existence dur- 
ing the year. Of these two expired, and no renewal has 
been sought, and three new licenses have been issued. 
The certificates in existence or allowed were :—A, to two 
licencees ; B, to eight; C,toone; E, totwo; EE, to 
one ; and F, to one. The experiments performed were 
65, 22 being under licence alone and 43 under certificate. 
The animals concerned were 15 guinea-pigs, 47 rabbits, 
and three dogs. The experiments performed were all of 
the nature of inoculations or injections, with the excep- 
tion of six of a physiological character. Of these six, 
four were performed under certificate C in illustration 
of lectures. All the inoculations and injections seemed 
to the Home Office inspector to have been directed to 
useful ends. Some were for the diagnosis of canine 
rabies, some for the study of pneumonia and of con- 
tinued fever, while others were directed to the elucida- 
tion of the question of the conveyance of the germ of 
typhoid fever from shellfish to the human subject. All 
p he groups of inoculation experiments, when not 
directed to points of diagnosis, had to do with the in- 
vestigation of the germ theory of disease.—TZhe Times. 





Stockholm Tar and Salt for Sheep. 


Replying to enguirers, Mr. D. Hutcheon, Col. V.S. 
writes in The Agric. Journal (Cape) :— 

“Stockholm tar is the product of a crude distillation 
-of the resinous wood of the pine. The tar thus obtained 
contains a considerable admixture of resin and turpen- 
tine. Its composition consists of pyroligineous acid, 
methyl alcohol, acetic acid, and oily bodies, creosote 
with toluene, xylene, and other hydrocarbons. 

Actions and uses in Veterinary Medicine.—Tar is 
antiseptic, stimulant, diuretic, diaphoretic, expectorant, 
and parasiticidal. Its antiseptic properties are well 
known as a dressing for wounds, Groken, Thrush, ete. 
Its stimulating effects are due principally to its healthy 
action on the mucous membranes of the digestive 
organs. Its diuretic action is due to the turpentine and 
resin which it contains, both of which act as stimulants 
to the kidneys. Diaphoretic means that it stimulates 
or increases the healthy action of the skin. Expectorant 
refers to its beneficial action on the mucous membranes of 
the upper air passages, hence it is largely used as a local 
dressing to the mouth in the Malarial Catarrhal fever of 
sheep, and also as a medicine in diseases of the lungs, 
more especially in that form of pneumonia of sheep 
known as “ Jagziekte.” 

In 1890 when I was engaged in conducting experi- 
ments with numerous remedies for the destruction of the 
wire worm “Strongylus Contortus ” found in such num- 
bers in the stomach of sheep, I tried Stockholm tar. [ 
gave each sheep two tablespoonfuls, a much larger dose 
than the farmers usually give, but it produced no 
apparent ill effects on the sheep. They were killed 24 
hours after, and | was very pleased with its apparent 
effects. The worms were dead, and in addition the whole 
of the mucous surfaces of the small intestines presented 
a very clean and healthy appearance. 

Some years ago a mixture of Stockholm tar and com- 
mon salt was largely used in the Albert and Wodehouse 
districts as a lick for sheep, and the farmers assured me 
that it greatly improved the health and condition of 
their sheep. The mixture was made into a stiff dough. 
I do not think that the exact proportions were calcula- 
ted. I can thoroughly recommend the mixture, and 
where sheep have a craving for salt, they eat it readily.” 








ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, Patt MALL, June 26. 


The appointment of Civilian Veterinary Surgeon J. I. 
Edgar to a commission as Vet.-Lieutenant, which was 
notified in the Gazette of May 15th, 1903, is cancelled. 


Inp1A Orrice, June 30. 
CrvIL VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Vet.-Captains to be Vet.-Majors—F. Joslen, H. M. 
Maxwell, H. T. Pease, G. H. Evans. 

Vet.- Lieutenants to be Vet.-Captains—J. D. E. 
Holmes, W. O. C. Dawson, J. Farmer, A. Smith, 
F. 8. H. Baldrey, G. K. Walker. 

Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel R. Pringle to be Inspecting Veteri- 
nary Officer Punjab Command, vice Vet.-Major E. J. 
Short, officiating. 





Vet.Colonel H. Thomson was present at a dinner 
given by Mr. Brodrick (Secretary of State for War) at 
the Hotel Cecil, on Friday evening, June 26, in celebra- 
tion of His Majesty’s birthday. 


A board of officers, composed of Major-General Sir 
Charles Knox, Commanding Salisbury Plain District, 
Col. W. H. M. Lowe, A.-Q.-M.-G., 2nd Army Corps, 
Lieut.-Col. J. W. Stirling, R.F.A., Lieut.-Col. E. R. 
Kenyon, R.E., Col. W. Donovan, C.B., R.A.M.C., and 
Vet.-Lieut.-Col. F. W. Forsdyke, P.V.O., 2nd Army 
Corps, has been appointed to assemble and report on 
the proposed site for the new cavalry barracks for the 
= Army Corps, near Bulford Village on Salisbury 

ain. 








OBITUARY. 
F. W. Kenpati, M.R.C.V.S., 773 Commercial Rd., 
London, E. 
Graduated, New, Edin: April, 1885. 
Mr. Kendall died in Poplar Hospital on Wednesday, 
June 24. His age was 42 years. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


*“ MOSS ILLNESS.” 
Dear Sir, 

Will some member kindly inform me the best treat- 
ment for a disease amongst ewes called “ Moss Il]ness,” 
mostly seen amongst moor sheep in the spring of the 
year, when the young grass appears. Hundreds have 
died this spring in North Yorkshire and I believe it is 
seen in the North of Scotland also, although perhaps 
known under another name. Shepherds have different 
names for the disease in different districts, such as 
Trembles, Inflammation, Paralysis, Change Sickness, 
but most commonly Moss IIlness. 

It is evidently a dietetic disease. This has been the 
worst year known. One owner lost 70, another 50 ewes, 
in fact I don’t think a single flock escaped without some 
deaths. 

Anyone having had experience of this disease and can 
give successful treatment will be most thankfully re- 
ceived by , 

ENQUIRER. 





CHARITABLE ADVICE. 
Dear Sir, 

Re the above in connection with the Dog’s Protection 
League I would suggest a perusal of the little red pam- 
ne published by the League the covers of which are 

ecorated with quack dog medicines. Apparently 











ee ee 


14 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fuly 4, 1903 








“ M.R.C.V.S.” have the honour of giving their advice 
free to dog owners who will obtain their medicine (not 
free) from the firm who advertise in the pamphlet. It 
grieves me to see prominent men in the profession prosti- 
tuting their qualifications by allowing their names, etc., 
to be published extensively in connection with this 
league. One can only think that in nine out of ten 
cases it is the excellent free advertisement which proves 
such an irresistible attraction—Yours faithfully, 
Water G. Green, M.R.C.V.S. 
Pewsey, 22nd June. 
ae 
he Dogs Protection League. What in the name of 
woodness is meant by “advertising being conduct dis- 
graceful in a professional respect”? when members of our 
own Couneil boldly allow their names and qualifications 
to be published broadcast in the press. If no action 1s 
taken in this matter by the Registration Committee | 
shall consider myself at liberty to advertise also.— Yours 


faithfully, Wm. T.D.B 
m. T. D. B. 


{S THE STANDING POSITION BEST FOR 
CASTRATION ¢ 

Sir, 
Mr. Clement Baxter has not given any cogent reasons 
why the “standing operation” is superior to the “ prone 
position” plus the actual cautery. In fact, one might 
infer he is in favour of the latter. He tells us that 
when he first began to practice the former he did not 
think much of it and the reason he continued it was his 
clients (or probably somebody else’s clients) liked it. 
(The public is a funny creature ; it likes anything new, 
but when the novelty is worn off—). Veterinary sur- 
geons should take the lead in anything that is best and 

not because the public demand it. 

He further on states that he fully castrates 80 p.c. 
standing, the other 20 p.c., from various causes, in the 
‘prone position. ‘The 100 p.c. may be performed during 
the time the animal is fixed helplessly on the ground, 
therefore it has 20 p.c. in its favour over the “standing 
operation.” 

Everything might be successful if there weren’t any 
ifs. Because a man pokes his dirty fingers in a castra- 
tion wound and gives the animal tetanus that is no argu- 
ment against the actual cautery any more than it would 
be with the “ standing method.” 

“Unscientific and rather tinker-like—the tinker and 
his solder,” says Mr. Baxter of the actual cautery 
method. We ought not to forget that to use solder 
“skill” is required. To use an écraseur very little or 
no skill is wanted, especially if it is of a vaunted 

ttern. Searing or cauterising tissues is not so bar- 

rous as crushing tissues, creating an organic foreign 
ody, which may become septic and the running the 
risk of causing hemorrhage. 


[ maintain that when skidfw/y used the actual cautery | 


fectly aseptic and very little injured soas not to act as a 
eg body. If it were to be so injurious why has it 
stood the test of time, from the days of the early 
Arabians down to now? And why do human surgeons 
still use it in some very important operations ? 
Condemn it not because it is not novel! Castration 
may be painlessly performed. Many, including my- 
self, have proved it painlessly for very many years 
and I do not see any reason why it should not be 
done painlessly. In castration, like in many veterinar 
operations, a good deal of unnecessary pain is amel 
[ do not think this oe to continue. Let us educate 
the public to have all painful operations perforined 
under an anzsthetic, and then we shall create for our- 


can arrest hwmorrhage absolutely, leaves tissues per- 


selves a monopoly of veterinary surgery. But let us: 


return to the subject ? 
You cannot do the “ standing” operation painlessly ? 


You can in the prone position? Anesthetise your 


horse standing, and when he falls to the ground do the 
operation proper. If you don’t care to anzsthetise your 


horse standing throw him and then anesthetise either 


generally, with chloroform or locally, with cocaine. 

I quite with Mr. Baxter that — 
on the market are absolutely useless, The fewer used 
the better. The purchase of unnecessary instruments 
only benefits those who sell our ideas to the general 
public at shows, ete., so that those of the laity who 
purchase them can use them against us. 

“ RETROSPECTOR.” 





ROYAL (DICK) VETERINARY COLLEGE 
RECONSTRUCTION. 
Sir, 

In this matter, and in view of the scheme for re- 
organisation of this College attaining concrete form, I 
think the fons et origo of things should be kept well to 
the fore. It seems to me essential and vital, tf the pro- 
posal is to advance veterinary science, that veterinary 
surgeons should be in a large majority on the Adminis- 
trative Board. 

Look at the scheme and its financing. One veterinary 
surgeon, viz., Mr. Inglis McCallum, M.R.C.V.S., offers 
£15,000. The Miss Dick trustees are to be asked to 
pay over £12,000, and the Town Council of Edinburgh 
£1500. Let us assume thatthe Miss Dick trustees agree 
to pay the £12,000. Then we have a veterinary surgeon 
supplying £15,000 towards the life blood of this new 
scheme, and the Miss Dick trustees and the Town Coun- 
cil of Edinburgh supplying £13,500. 

Through Mr. McCallum the veterinary profession is to 
| have on the Board the following possible representatives : 
|(1) Mr. McCallum. (2) Three representatives appointed 
| by the R.C.V.S. (who will presumably be veterinary sur- 
| geons)—a total of four representatives. 
| The other members of the Board who may probably 
' not be rgd surgeons are 2 representatives of Town 
Council of Edinburgh ; 2 appointed by University ; 1 

of Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland ; 

1 East of Scotland, and 1 West of Scotland Agricul- 

tural Colleges ; 1 to represent Miss Dick’s trustees— 
| 8 in all. ese last 4 may or may not be veterinary 
_ surgeons. 
| us it is possible there may be 4 veterinary surgeons 
_and 8 laymen on an Administrative Board for granting 
| degrees in veterinary science. 
| If it was a stne qua non of this scheme that the repre- 
| sentatives of the Highland and Agricultural Society, the 
East and West of Scotland Agricultural Colleges, and 
the representative of Miss Dick’s trustees should all be 
veterinary surgeons it would be a step in the right 
direction, for then there would be 8 veterinary surgeons 
and 4 laymen on the Board, which would ensure to 
some extent the advancement of veterinary interests. 

I think this matter of representation is certainly one 
that ought to start with to be made the crux of the 
initiation or non-initiation of the scheme. 
| _ Politics or no politics, governments ought to be taught 
| that they cannot make ducks and drakes of scientific 


and wrofessional men without their consent.—Yours 
' faithfully, 








G. MAYALL. 





Communications, Booxs anp Papers RECEIVED.—Messrs- 

_H.B.Eve, J.Hughes, ©. Blackhurst, W.H. Dalrymple, 
C. E. Dayus, Rev. F. Lawrence. ‘ Enquirer.” 

Sheep Husbandry in Lowisiana—Experiments with Nodular 
Disease of Intestines (Bulletin Agric. Expt. Sta.) 
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